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Annual Reports in Medicinal Chemistry, 1965. Spousored by
the Division of Medicinul Chemixtry of the American Chemicul
Soclety.  Bditor-in-Chief, Conzgrirs K. Caix.  Acudemic
Press Ine., New York und London. 1066, ix 4 342 pp. 20
X IS em, K751,

Thix i the firzt of o long-nwaited series of reports designed to
keep medieinal chemists up-to-date on what huppened in every
important braneh of their field about 1 to 2 veurs before publicu-
tion dute.  The book has been produee:l in pauperback form by u
photo-olfset process, and this has reduced both the price and the
usunt time Ing between submission of manu=eript and publieation.
The Division has spured no etfort to druw upon its most expert
und produetive members for nuthorship of the 31 review irticles:
in tmrn, these artieles have been wrranged in six sections sub-
edited by prominent sclentiztx, The sections are CNS, phuarnia-
codymmmic, and chemotherapentic ngents: metabolic diseuses
aud endoerine functions; and topies in biology and i chemistry.

The individnal articles are clear, coneise, eritical, and in-
strinetive. With the exceptions of the Topies in Chemistry, tlrey
dizeirss the core of medieinal researches from u biochemical, bio-
logieul, and therapeutie pointof view.  However, they areslanted
towird the chemist, and this makes reading of the whole valime
truly enjovuble.

By definition, a bargain is “‘getting the most for the least
motey.” Any veuder of this volume will agree that he is getting
Lere the most significant, well-presented, und earefully prepured
review af al nnjor medicinal tapies in recent vears, in an attre-
tive form.

UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA ALrreD BurGeER
CIARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA

Mechanisms of Release of Biogenic Amines. Proceedings of un
Internationnl Wenner-Gren Center Symposium, Stockhohn,
1065.  Edited by U. 8. Vo~ EvLer, 3. RosELL, and B. UvNis.
Perginnon Press, Long Island City, N. Y. 1966. vii - 482
pp. 15 X225 em. $20.00.

The ditficulties of studying and understanding the Dbiosvi-
thesis, storage, und release of blogenic amines and ammonium
compounds are formidable bit the intense interest in this aven
has been attested by several recent symposia, the present one
under review professing to emphusize the release of ndrenergic,
histiminergie, serotoninergie, and cholinergic substances.  Haw-
ever, releise has become inseparable from the other phuses, und
the reader will find & conglomerate report on all stages in the 38
pupers by the 106 participants. It is no surprise to find the twa
dozen top mames mmong the contributors who appear on vir-
tially every svmposium on blogenic amines. Some of these
world trivelers recount here sonie of their more recent aetivities
on =hort-range projects, while other contributors offer eureful,
more comprehiensive, and eriticul reviews.  There is much new
detuiled experimental work which nndoubtedly has been or wilt be
repiiblished in stundard journals.  There are the nevituble dis-
cussions tuken down by eonrt stenograpliers or tupe recovders
and poorly edited by the purticipants. But the main theme of
the =urvey pervades the book: the continuous low from nutrient
amino ueid to the biosynthetic amine, coupled with the mmnine's
storage und followed by its release, the conditions and stimuli
that lend to its release, and the multifuceted significance of the
release for subrequent biologieal happenings.

Both the purticipants in the svmposium who could not possibly
hirve uttended ull the sessions and the hundreds of investigators
in the field who conld not be present in Stockholm at all will read
the papers of the symposinm profitubly and with pleasure.

UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA ALFRED BURGER

CIARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINLA

Progress in Drug Research. Volume 9. Fdited by 1. Jreker.
Birkhinser Verlag, Buasel. 1066, 414 pp. 245 X 17 cm.
SN =P,

Thiz volume start= with u chapter by 11, J. Melehing and .
Stretfer in which o valiant attempt 1= made to review the vol-
uminons literature  dealing  with  radioprotective  chemieals,
Since, 1t this time, the mechanisms of aetion of most of these
agents remuin obscure, the main valne of the chapter vesides in
its reasonubly complete coverage of the liternunre.

In the second chapter K. Stach and W. Poldinger attempt to
elincidite structure-setion relationships of drugs n=ed in p=ycho-
pharinicology, Many of the correlations made are extrenely
mteresting and shontd stimnlate resenreh workers dealing with
this confirsing and confised =ubjeet.

An excellent review of the cliemotherapy of filarisis is pre-
sented by Fo o Hawking.  The pharmucologically extremely im-
portunt subject of 3,4-dihydroxyphenylulanine 1= veviewed by
AR, Putel und AL Burger: the coveruge of the Hterature i ex-
cellent and up todnte. This chapter shonld be most valnable to
workers in this field.

The biliary exeretion and enterohepatic civenlation of drigs 1=
covered by R. L. Smith.  Since as the suthor paints ant “the
relatian between chemical strucurre and biliury exeretion is -
perfectly understood,” only an empiriead, but complete, collece-
tion of data could be presented.

The volinme closes with a chupter by Ko Wiesner and 1. Fink
dealing with metronidazol, o drug orally effective in the treatmen
of trichomonasis.

The high standards of previons volimes of “Fortschritte der
Arzneimittelfarschung™ have been muintained onee again,

Yane UNiversiry Plungy G. Marrser

New Havex, Coxyecerienrr

Lipoide. 16t Ma=bach Collognium der Gesellsehatt titr Phy-
siologische  Chemie,  Idited by 1. Sewitrrri, Springer-
Verlag, Berlin und New York, N Y. 1066. 169 pp. 20.5 X
13.5 em. $0.50 (paperback).

This littde pamphlet contains twelve reviews on np-to-date
observations und interpretatians of the chemistry of lipids, the
enzynies concerned with lipid metabolism, the biosyuthesis of
futty acids, und funetions of lipids in diseases caused by lipid
derungements.  New and even some previously unpublished find-
ings ure emphusized in ull the urticles.  Among the topies are
inositol lipids and other glyeolipids (T1. 12 Curter; R. J. Ros-
siter and F. B, Palmer; T, Yumukawua: H. Debuch), articles on
substrates of phosphiolipase (R. M. C. Dawson), the biosynthesis
of futty aeids (1. Schweitzer, D). Oesterhelt, W. Chan, Ch. Duba,
and . Lynen), plasma lipoproteins (D, 8. Fredrickson and R. 1.
Levi), steroids from feees (E. I Ahrens), and disturbianees of
varions forms of lipid metabolism (11, Zatzkewitz, W. Rioffel, and
G. Schettler). The topies that will interest iedieinal chemists
mostly are those dealing with the biosyntliesiz of lipid materials
since this forms the busis of the testing of antilipemic drngs.
Equally important are the chapters on clinieal observiutions on
lipid metubolism and deposition.  The classifiention of putieniz
into two groups, those thut develop atheroselerotie lesions die o
funlty fat metubolism and those whose primary disturbunee is
earbohydrate ntilizution, should be of value in modifying nuteh
present thinking about wavs to combat atherosclerosis.  The
tests reported to distingnish between these two types of patho-
genesis will be 1 welcome contribution to the pharmucologic iden-
tification of the varions eauses of lipid deposits in the tissies.
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